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How Vishnu Shiva Mandir came to find a home in the nation’s capital

By Niranjan Krishn Aggarwal

THE completion of the Mandir is
concrete proof that God very much
exists and controls the affairs of
this universe. Without his active
support, we could not have over-
come all the hurdles in completing
this beautiful community facility
and we would not be celebrating
the Maha Kumbhabhishekam
which will be held from June
11-14.

The history of this Mandir began
in August 1979, soon after our
move from Sydney to Canberra.
The first puja in a community hall
was held to celebrate New Years
Day on April 13, 1980 in Sterling
College. Monthly pujas continued
to be held regularly. From Sept-
ember 1980, we started celebrating
Navratre twice a year, as well as
major Hindu festivals.

By 1986, the Canberra Hindu
community started showing con-
siderable religious devotion. At
Dussehra Puja in 1986, the gather-
ing made a sacred sankalpa (resol-
ution) to build a Mandir.

An application for land was filed
with the ACT Government in 1987.
To comply with the prevailing laws
of the Mandir Society of Australia,
the constitution was adopted.
Having met all the requirements of
the ACT Government, the govern-
ment agreed to grant a lease of
land at Mawson. But we were still
not fully decided that we wanted to
go ahead.

M Blessings of Lord Venkateswar

In June 1991, I went to India as
my mother fell sick. This put me in
contact with Sri Sampath, the
personal assistant to the then

of Tirumala Tirupati Devasth-
anams. Mr Sampath insisted that
he had made all of the
arrangements and that I must go
for the Darshan of Lord Venkates-
war to Tirumala (Tirputi). I had not
planned this visit and hence was
reluctant. However, I went to
Tirupati and Sri Sharma told me to
go and have the Darshan of the
Lord, for as long as I wished —
usually devotees are pushed to
move after a few seconds.

I will never forget that Darshan
of the Lord. I stood before him for
some 20 minutes. I had to move
away only because my forehead
was burning. However before I
moved away I asked him, “Will you
grant us the boon of coming to live
in Canberra?”’ To my surprise I saw
the head of the Lord shaking
telling me “yes.” To me personally
that was a point of no return.

In October 1992, Swami Gahan-
ananda, Vice President and Swami

Damodrananda of Ramakrishna
Mission visited Canberra. It was
our privilege to offer our home to

Spiritual home: Niranjan Krishn Aggarwal outside the Vishnu Shiva Mandir Canberra. Photos: Holly Treadaway

them. This gave me the oppor-
tunity of obtaining spiritual
strength from them. I told Swamiji

H Laying of Foundation Stones
Sri Satyaraju, then the Com-

Another set of stones was picked
up from the shores of the Holy

spiritual forces are far stronger
than materialistic ones. The build-

that I needed their help. Swamiji in
a divine manner told me to wait
until 10am the next day. At the
appointed time, I sat at Swamiji’s
feet and told Swamiji of the mys-
terious force that was pushing me
towards building a Mandir and
Vedant Hall, even though the
source of money was still
unknown. Both Swamijis
meditated and finally directed me
to go ahead and be guided by God,
and after usual delays, the ACT
Government finally signed the

missioner of Endowments Depart-
ment in the Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment, provided us a detailed
design for the Mandir. He also
consented to send Foundation
Stones. He told us that he person-
ally looked around for suitable
foundation stones in Tirumala
Hills until he found five stones
with a cobra around them. He
picked up these stones and put
them at the feet of Lord Venkate-
shwar at Tirumala. After the stones
had been blessed he air-freighted

Ganges and were duly blessed by
Swami Bhuteshanandaji Maharaj,
President of Rama Krishna Math at
Bhuvaneswar Calcutta and other
Swamijis. These holy stones were
brought to Canberra by Swami
Damodranandaji Maharaj of Ra-
makrishna Mission Fiji personally,
who laid the Foundation Stones of
the Mandir and Vedant Hall on
November 29, 1992.

Having laid the Foundation
Stones according to Hindu Agmas,
the more difficult task of clearing

ing design, plans and construction
were all carried out without a big
bank balance and without proper
plans. No wonder the approved
plans were amended seven times.

We had learnt that Jehovah’s
Witnesses built their Kingdom
Halls in a miraculous manner in a
matter of days, using voluntary
labour. We decided to try that
method. To our surprise, one kind-
hearted plant operator agreed to
borrow an excavator from his
friend and levelled the entire land

individuals assisted in completing
this Mandir. The list is very long.
The Mandir would not have been
completed without them. They are
angels who helped in building the
God’s abodes. The floor stage was
completed and ‘Braham Shila’ was
aid on November 28, 1993 by Mr
Bob McMullen, then Federal Min-
ister for Trade.

H Opening of Mandir Building

Nothing happened for some
nine months. The construction
work recommenced on August 15,
1994 and the Mandir Building was
opened on November 27, 1994 by
Mr Bill Wood, then ACT Minister
for Land, Environment Planning
and the Mandir started operating
as a Hindu Temple.

B The building of domes and
decorations

After completing the Mandir, we
needed to build concrete
decorations and domes, as earlier
planned. The selected Sthapati
Rajagopalan could not speak Eng-
lish. He decided to involve an
English speaking manager. The
workers arrived in Canberra on
January 22, 1996 and work
continued satisfactorily only so
long as the Sthapati was in Can-
berra. The construction phase of
the work became intolerable after
his departure from Canberra.
Hence the workers returned to
India on November 10, 1996.

We contacted another Sthapati
Sri Nagarajan, He came to Can-
berra in January 1997 and agreed
to complete the Mandir work
subject to a number of changes. A
new set of workers completed the
remaining works in time for the
opening of the Mandir by the then

Mandir by the Prime Minister

After our first letter and follow-
ups, Prime Minister John Howard
agreed on August 22, 1996 to open
the Mandir at a mutually con-
venient date. On April 29, 1997 the
Prime Minister’s office informed
that he will be delighted to open
the Mandir on June 1, 1997 and no
other date is available for another
six months. The Maha Kumbh
Abhishekam by Rev. Samba-
moorthy Shivacharyar and the
Inauguration of the Mandir by the
Prime Minister of Australia, on
June 1, 1997 is decidedly the most
important date in the life of this
Mandir and the Hindu community
in Australia. The Mandir became
famous all over Australia and has
also been acknowledged as an
authoritative community resource.
M Statue of Mahatma Gandhi

In August 2000, the Mandir
Society installed the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi, the father of
Indian nation, in Glebe Park. The
statue was unveiled by then
Governor General Rev. Peter Hol-
lingsworth, on August 15, 2002.
M The last 12 years

Some major works for
completing the Mandir and its
beautification were undertaken in
the last 12 years, including the
internal ceiling of the Mandir,
carpeting and tiling with under-
tiles electric heating, concrete sur-
facing of the two car parks and the
addition of Priest’s living room,
kitchen and store, the Cultural Hall
and manager’s office and the Siva
Raja Gopuram and the extension
of the Vishnu Gopuram.

The long series of hurdles over-
come in the completion of the

Prime Minister, and Sri I.S.N.
Sharma IPS Chief Security Officer

Mandir show that it has been built
by our Gods, for our benefit.

Prime Minister John Howard.
B The official opening of the

lease for the Mawson land in
October 1992.

A Mandir in the 21st century — who needs it”

By Niranjan Krishn Aggarwal

them so as to reach Canberra only
a day before the ceremony.

the land begun. But events that
followed have proved that the

in two day’s time.

A very large number of

Centre of learning

THE Vishnu Shiva Mandir is for people
to pray, meditate and perform com-
munity activities, as well as hosting a
public library focusing on South Asian
literature and culture. The word Mandir
literally means a centre of learning.

Founded in the true traditions of
ancient Saiva and Vaishnava traditions,
this holy shrine stands as a beacon of
Hindu religion, spreading the messages
of Bhakti and Hindu philosophy.

The Mandir Society is endeavouring
to install statues of Mahatma Gandhi in
Sydney and other capital cities, similar
to the one it installed in Glebe Park. It
has also resolved to build Hindu Gram-
mar School.

It is also building Mandir Ashram, an
aged care facility at Farrer comprising
78 units in a retirement village and 60
beds in residential care facility.
Approval of the Development Appli-
cation is expected soon, God willing.

B What is the target audience —
young, old, men or women?

B What resources are available or
need to be secured?

Thus the first question is to
define the objective, then set a
goal, then create a street map for
reaching the goal.

The first question brings us to
the domain of intellect where one
tries to rationalise and find out
what has gone wrong with
human society and how it could
be corrected. This is in a domain
of rationality and of thought.

One soon realises that only
thinking would not totally inte-
grate a human personality,
because of the vast variety in the
thought processes of humans,
which are largely based on their
past — past culture, experiences
and teachings, in the domain of
ideas into the level of day to day
living and realities of life. That
concept of human happiness has

taken different shapes and forms
according to the compelling cir-
cumstances with which it was
first thought of.

But the only certainty in
humans is ‘change’ The changing
affairs of the society give rise to
changing concepts, dialects and
languages but the essential
theme is the oneness of the
universe, of the spirit and of the
whole human kind. So let us
concentrate on as to how to
actualise that in our day to day
life, so that we not only rational-
ise, we not only talk about
religion but we become religious,
ethical and moral.

Let us benefit ourselves from
all the saints and seers, the
Messiahs and prophets, the
messengers of God have left
behind for us, so that we cannot
say, I do not know how to
translate it in my life. They have
translated in their life. They paid

for their convictions. Somebody
was crucified, somebody was
poisoned, somebody was killed.
They paid their price but they did
not compromise with their own
convictions.

My favourite Shalok in Srimad
Bhagvad Gita is 2:47, “You have
the right to work, never to the
results. Never allow yourself to be
motivated by the fruits of your
actions, nor should you be
attached to inaction.”

The only force that meets all
the mentioned requirements is
religion, love of God and seeking
his blessings, and following the
path of righteousness.

The Mandir Society, has always
been and I hope will continue to
be, a Hindu Religious community
organisation, striving to give hap-
piness to the community,
through promoting Hindu
religion and assisting Hindus to
continue their culture. On such

RELIGION is God’s best gift to
mankind. Reliance on religion
gives us strength to face the trials
and tribulations of our lives.

The story of the development,
construction and the completion
of the Mandir, shows that the
mysterious being has his own
ways. Humans have endeavoured
in all sorts of ways to achieve all
sorts of ends, fought wars, tried to
research in all sorts of directions,
but in the end concluded that
God is a mystery, to be prayed to
and benefited from.

Greater happiness is in giving
happiness, rather than in receiv-
ing. Thus noble thinkers have
resorted to giving happiness, in
their endeavours to be happy.

Then the questions come:
B How to make people happy
B What gives happiness
people?

Colourful: The beautiful Mandir building took many years to build.

an occasion of celebrating the
second Maha Kumbh Abhishe-
kam, when we sit together,
appreciate the past and contem-
plate the future, we know the
human society is not something
that is created in the heavens and
dropped from the skies. The

human society is a conglomer-
ation of humans and it is as good
or as bad as we humans make it.
So on such an occasion let us
resolve for a religious today for
ourselves, and in the process,
leave a better world for our
children than what we inherited.
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A ‘Taste Of India’ comes to the Promenade Café
at Hyatt Hotel Canberra - A Park Hyatt Hotel

15 to 28 June

Succumb to the spices, flavours and aromas with Indian
inspired dishes from Canberra’s finest buffet.

shaliSatihriy
Deostaunant
Specialising in Tandoor

Bookings essential.
Open: Lunch: Mon - Fri
Dinner: Mon - Sat
Hyperome House and Home,
Shop 9, Athlon Drive, Tuggeranong

6291 1711

[ FREMENAPE SAFE

09-07975/1

The Promenade Café is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner
seven days.

Harmony: The Mandir is for people to pray,

meditate and perform community activities. To book please call 02 6269 8810

09-08023/1

A b
INCOME TAX

&
GST EXPERTS

BHARAT INTERNATIONAL
1/17 OATLEY COURT
BELCONNEN ACT 2617

PH; 02 6251 0455
FAX; 02 6251 7509
TRADING HOURS
MON 10.30AM - 8.00 PM
TUE - SUN 10.30AM - 8.00 PM

MANV ACCOUNTANTS

Pure, Natural and Fresh

HAS mis is Pure Aroma PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
FOR CANBERRA

SINCE 1980

Ridvan’s Distribution
supplies Canberra’s best....

SPECIALISTS
IN SMALL BUSINESS &
SELF MANAGED SUPER
FUNDS

Banana & Fruit Breads Muffins - all sorts
Spices, olives, sundried tomatoes
Turkish delights

Antipastas

For Personal,

Business, 81 DUNDAS COURT

PHILLIP

6282 2202

CONGRATULATE

Call Ridvan NOW to join
his ever expanding market
(try before you buy)

No order too large or

too small, we deliver
throughout Canberra and
the region.

209 Gilmore Rd,
Queanbeyan

Ph 6299 0490

M 0419 161 805

E has_coffee@yahoo.com

Company

& Super Fund

Tax Returns

The House of Fresh Indian Sweets,
Quality Sub Continent groceries,
Delicious Indian gourmet food,

Huge range of DVD's, CD’s, MP3’s,
Religious items, frozen foods, fresh vegetables on
weekends, all HALAL meats used for cooking and
sale - Goat, Chicken, Prawns, Beef,

Ruhu and Hilsha Fish.

Western Union and International calling cards.

We do catering for all occasions.
09-07951/3

Mandir Society of

Australia Inc

Open till 8 PM
6285 1922

On the occasion of the

Maha Kumbh
Abhishekam

09-07969/1

09-07974/3

09-08045/1
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